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In regard to his emotional life, there is not much
to be said ; and it must be admitted that this is
probably more because of his lack of emotional
material than for any asceticism on his part.
Nevertheless, a man of his physique must almost
certainly have suffered from at least occasional
sensual hungers ; and the attraction of his per-
sonality would have provided opportunity for
their gratification. It was an age of clerical
licence ; and, even allowing for the absurdity of
some of the charges brought against the monas-
teries, there is glaring evidence of a lax morality
throughout the Continent, though less in coun-
tries of a northern clime. Moreover, in England
the lack of conscience which many ecclesiastics
displayed in this respect was largely owing to the
secular nature of many of the offices which they
held. Church and State were so completely
merged that a celibate priesthood not only meant
that some men who had no vocation for any
pastoral duties had to become ordained in order
to administer State affairs, but that a section of
the people who were really no more than State
clerks were called upon to take celibate vows.
Such a " celibate civil service," as Professor
Pollard calls it, was likely to behave with greater
irregularity than a celibate priesthood ; and, in
1523, Wolsey was himself responsible for an Act
of Parliament which absolved the six clerks of
Chancery from taking these vows.

Wolsey was himself " uncanonically married/*